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SUMMARY  
 
East Africa Development Forum was launched on December 1-2, 2018 with the 
partnership of the Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Researches 
(SETA). It is a multi-stakeholder platform for gathering renowned individuals 
from academia, government, civil society, business and the humanitarian sec-
tor from East Africa and around the world to debate and discuss the contem-
porary issues of the East African region.

The aim is to showcase current and future challenges and opportunities in 
the region and the strategic directions in which the immense resources of the 
region can be utilized effectively through economic integration, trade, poverty 
reduction and peaceful relations between nations of the region. The forum also 
displays policy recommendations for institution building, good governance, 
youth empowerment, protection of human rights and humanitarian works.

The 2018 theme of the forum is “Turkish-Somali Partnership: Stepping For-
ward” and brings together hundreds of key individuals who are involved in 
the region such as heads of state, ministers, non-governmental organization 
heads, diplomats and others. This year, the forum invited Turkish government 
officials as Turkey constitutes the main Somali partner on development and 
state-building. Moreover, many representatives of Somali universities, civil 
society organizations, health workers and businessmen attended the forum.

The 2018 Forum was divided into several sessions starting from the founda-
tions of Turkish-Africa relations, education partnership and areas for collabo-
ration, development partnership and creating sustainable impact, and finally, 
the future outlook of Turkish-Somali relations. Discussions and talks of the 
forum focused on those sessions. 

CONFERENCE REPORT

East Africa Development Forum

Turkish-Somali Partnership: 
Stepping Forward

This is a report on a 2018 two-day conference themed “Turkish 
Somali Partnership: Stepping Forward,” held as part of the East 
Africa Development Forum 2018. The views and discussion points 
expressed in this conference report are those of speakers and 
participants present at the East Africa Development Forum 2018 
and do not reflect the official view of the East Africa Association 
for Research and Development.
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INTRODUCTION
In December 2018, the East Africa Development Forum was launched in Istan-
bul under the theme ‘Turkish-Somali Partnership: Stepping Forward.’ The East 
Africa Development Forum is an annual platform hosted by East the Africa As-
sociation for Research and Development. It is a multi-stakeholder platform for 
gathering renowned academicians, policymakers, civil society leaders, busi-
nesses, researchers and analysts from East Africa and around the world to 
debate and discuss the contemporary issues of East Africa.
The aim was to showcase current and future challenges and opportunities in 
the region and alternative ways in which the immense resources of the region 
can be utilized effectively through economic integration, trade, poverty reduc-
tion and peaceful relations between nations of the region. The forum also dis-
plays policy recommendations for institution building, good governance, youth 
empowerment and protection of human rights.
To achieve the above-mentioned goals, the forum brings together hundreds of 
key individuals who are involved in the region such as heads of state, ministers, 
non-governmental organization heads, diplomats and others. This year, the fo-
rum invited Turkish government officials as Turkey constitutes one of the main 
Somali partners on development and state-building. Furthermore, many rep-
resentatives of Somali universities, civil society organizations, health workers 
and businessmen attended the forum.
East Africa Association for Research and Development (Doğu Afrika Araştır-
ma ve Kalkınma Derneği – DAD), the organizing institution of the forum, was 
established on May 22, 2017, by a group of East African academicians, civil 
society leaders and students who graduated from Turkish universities in the 
Fatih District of Istanbul.
In partnership with The Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research 
(Siyaset, Ekonomi ve Toplum Araştırmaları Vakfı, SETA) is a policy think tank 
based in Ankara, Turkey. It was established in 2006 with the objective of pro-
ducing up-to-date and accurate knowledge and analyses in the fields of pol-
itics, economy and society and informing policymakers and the public on the 
changing political, economic, social and cultural conditions.

Prof. Ali Sheikh Ahmed is the Director General of 
East Africa Association for Research and Develop-
ment (DAD). He was one of the founders and former 
rector of Mogadishu University. He has also worked 
as a senior advisor at the Somali Ministry of Educa-
tion, Culture and Higher Education.

H.E. Mr. Abdullahi Hamud Mohamed
currently serves as the State Minister, Office of the 
Prime Minister. He is a SOAS alumnus and previous-
ly served as an Economic Advisor and the former 
Director of the National Security Agency of the So-
mali government.

H.E. Mr. Gamal M. Hassan
is the Somali Minister of Planning, Investment and 
Economic Development. He is also a member of the 
Somali Parliament. He also served as a diplomat in 
various missions and was the former Ambassador of 
Somalia to Kenya.
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Prof. Burhanettin Duran is the General Coordina-
tor of Foundation for Political, Economic and Social 
Researches (SETA). He serves as a member of the 
Presidential Council on Foreign Relations. He is a 
professor at Ibn Haldun University. Dr. Duran has 
been focusing on the transformation of Islamism, 
Turkish Political Thought, Turkish Domestic Pol-
itics, Turkish Foreign Policy and Middle Eastern 
Politics.

Dr. Abdurahman M. Abdullahi ‘Baadiyow’ combines 
rare skills of being a high-ranking military officer, 
an electronic engineer, an Islamic scholar and a so-
cio-political activist. He is one of the founders of 
Mogadishu University and chairman of its Board of 
Directors. He currently serves as a senior advisor at 
the Office of the Prime Minister in Somalia.

Prof. Muhittin Ataman is a faculty member in the 
Department of International Relations at the Social 
Sciences University of Ankara. Currently, he serves 
as SETA’s Director of Foreign Policy Studies and 
conducts academic research on Turkish foreign pol-
icy, Middle East politics and Gulf politics. Ataman 
is also the Editor-in-Chief of Insight Turkey, a jour-
nal published by the SETA Foundation.

Prof. Abdi Ismail Samatar is a professor of Geog-
raphy, Environment and Society at University of 
Minnesota. His research focuses on the relation-
ship between democracy and development in the 
Third World in general and Africa in particular. He 
is a prominent author with several books. His latest 
book is titled ‘Africa’s First Democrats.’

H.E. Mr. Jama Abdullahi Mohamed is the current 
Ambassador for the Federal Republic of Somalia to 
the Republic of Turkey. Mr. Jama is an accredited 
ICT engineer, business developer, and entrepre-
neur who has initiated several successful multisec-
tor business ventures in Somalia, Middle East and 
East Africa for the last three decades. He was also 
Chairman of executive board Committee of Nugaal 
University – Lasanod.

Dr. Afyare Abdi Elmi is an assistant professor of 
International Politics at Qatar University’s Inter-
national Affairs Department. He is the author of 
“Understanding the Somalia Conflagration: Identi-
ty, Political Islam and Peacebuilding.” Dr. Elmi has 
provided commentary to the major media outlets 
including the New York Times and Al-Jazeera Eng-
lish Channel.
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Mr. Mustafa Efe works closely with Turkish Maarif 
Foundation. He is also the Director of Center for Af-
rican Studies in Turkey. He is an advocate for edu-
cation and development Issues.

Dr. Moin Naim is a naturalized Palestinian Turkish 
citizen. He is a prominent social advocate and a re-
searcher on Turkish Foreign Policy and Palestinian 
issues.

Dr. Ibrahim F. Bursalid is a Somali academic and 
has worked as a development practitioner with 
SIDA Sweden and as a part-time lecturer at the 
University of Nairobi’s Institute of Diplomacy and 
International Studies (IDIS).

Mr. Mustafa A. Feiruz is a Director of the Institute 
for Somali Studies – ISOS a research institution af-
filiated with Mogadishu University.

Mr. Ömer F. Aksoy, is the International Operations 
Director at Turkish Red Crescent. Turkish Red 
Crescent works in areas of humanitarian challenges 
all around the world.

Prof. Atilla Arkan is the Director of Education and 
Social Policies at SETA Foundation. He has previ-
ously worked as visiting scholar at the McGill Uni-
versity, Canada.
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Dr. Nasir Warfa is a visiting research professor at 
Maltepe University for Street Children Center for 
Research and Application. Previously, he worked as 
a senior academic at Barts and London School of 
Medicine and Dentistry, Queen Mary University of 
London.

Mr. Ali Maskan is the Deputy Director of theTurkish 
Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TİKA). TIKA 
is a development-oriented organization affiliated 
with the Turkish government.

Mr. Salahettin Karabostan works with the Turkish 
Diyanet Foundation, an affiliate of Turkish Ministry 
of Religious Affairs. It aims to achieve goodness on 
Earth through humanitarian services.

Mr. Abdirizak Yusuf is a co-founder of SAHAN Ex-
port & Tourism, a member of MUSIAD. He is a Turk-
ish-East Africa trade expert. He is an Istanbul Uni-
versity alumnus.

Mr. Abdinasir Mohamed is a young researcher. He 
has worked with several International organization 
on humanitarian and development. Currently he is a 
Ph.D. candidate in Public Health at Lancaster Uni-
versity, UK.

Mr. Ahmed Kotar is a Training Director at Geeska 
Enterprise Solutions.  Previously, he was the re-
gional Director RWD Technologies in the Middle 
East. He is a business developer and an expert 
trainer with more than 15 years of experience.
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Dr. Yusuf Sheikh Omar is contributing researcher 
at SOAS University, London. He is a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Institute of Somali Studies 
and Global Somali Diaspora. He has worked with 
governmental institutions in Australia such as the 
Education and Justice Department.

Ms. Hamdi Issa is a young researcher. She currently 
works with the Centre for Health Policy, Institute of 
Global Health Innovation, Imperial College, London. 
She is also pursuing her Ph.D. in the same univer-
sity.

Dr. Muharrem Hilmi Özev works closely with SETA 
Foundation. He is the editor of Periodical Publi-
cations for the Center for Middle Eastern Studies 
(ORSAM). He is also a member of Istanbul Univer-
sity faculty.

Ms. Jawaahir Daahir is the chair of Global Somali 
Diaspora. She is the founder and CEO of the Somali 
Development Service. She is an active community 
development worker and has extensive experience 
spanning over 22 years.

Mr. Burhan Başoğlu is a YTB Africa Coordinator 
(the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Com-
munities) which manages the Türkiye Scholarship 
Program, 
citizens living abroad and with the sister communi-
ties are strengthened and closer economic, social 
and cultural relations are established. 

Mr. Hussein Moallin Iman is an expert on agricul-
ture and environment. He is a senior advisor for the 
Office of the Prime Minister for environmental is-
sues. He a two-time member of the Somali Parlia-
ment. Also, he is a member of the Board of Directors 
of Mogadishu University.
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Prof. Ekrem Erdem is the director of the Center 
of African Studies which is affiliated with Erciyes 
University. His research interests include Economic 
Policies, Finance and Economic Theory. 

Dr. Mohamed Deq Ibrahim is a lecturer at Somali 
National University and Mogadishu University. He 
is a senior editor of the Journal of Somali Studies 
issued by the Institute of Somali Studies - ISOS. He 
is the author of “The Problem of Western Somalia 
and Its Impact on Afro-Arabian Relations.”

Prof. Hassan Mahadallah is a professor of Political 
Science at the Southern University of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. His published articles include “The Ori-
gins and Essence of Somali Nationalism,” “Somalia: 
Economy without State,” and “The Somali Conflict: 
Clan Rivalry or the Cabals of a Few.”

Prof. Ahmet Kavas is a former Turkish ambassador 
and diplomat. He is also a theologian, historian and 
a researcher of Africa. Currently he is the direc-
tor of Associations of African Researchers. He is a 
member of Istanbul Medeniyet University faculty.

Mr. Abdirahman Abdirizak, a social and humanitari-
an activist, is the Director of Tadamun Social Social 
Society. TASS is a non-profit organization regis-
tered in Puntland State of Somalia.

Mr. Metin Mutanoğlu is the Deputy General Direc-
tor and Editor-in-Chief of the Anadolu Agency. Pre-
viously, Mr. Mutanoglu has worked with other key 
media organizations in Turkey. Currently, he is a 
News Director at Aljazeera Turk.
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Mr. Ahmet Aktürkoğlu is the former Religious Af-
fairs Consultant at the Turkish Embassy in Moga-
dishu, Somalia. Currently, he is the Mufti of Çekme-
köy District in Istanbul.

Mr. Abdullahi Sheikh Hassan is the rector of Red 
Sea University in Basaso, Somalia. He was the for-
mer director of Tadamun Social Society.
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To put all effort in helping thousands of African students in Turkey and 
assisting them throughout their quest of attaining knowledge at Turkish 
Institutions before going back to their development of fruitful relations be-
tween Turkey and East African countries.

To provide assistance to the growing East African community in Turkey in 
terms of establishing cultural centers and providing training and awareness 
increasing programs for East African students living in Turkey.

THE FORUM
The East Africa Development Forum is the first of its kind organized by the 
East Africa Association for Research and Development. This year’s theme is 
‘Turkish-Somali Partnership: Stepping Forward.’
The East Africa Development Forum was launched on December 1-2, 2018 
with the partnership of the Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Re-
searches (SETA). It is a multi-stakeholder platform for gathering renowned 
individuals from academia, government, civil society, business and humanitar-
ian sectors from East Africa and around the world to debate and discuss the 
contemporary issues of the East Africa region. 
The forum aims:

To strengthen the cooperation within civil society organizations in Turkey 
and East Africa in general, as any fruitful cooperation requires the setting 
of clear policies in order to guarantee a sustainable outcome.

To facilitate integration within the East African societies, which currently 
suffer from instabilities and severe underdevelopment. The Institution sup-
ports efforts on all fronts by state and civil society actors to bridge this gap 
and overcome the tragic legacy of past decades.

To support trade and investment between Turkey and East Africa through 
the utilization of available expertise in academia and research centers to 
shed light on the strength of each of our nations and identify the obstacles 
and risks that are exacerbated by the scarcity of knowledge and exhaustive 
bureaucracy.

To contribute to building effective relations between the Turkish and East 
African diaspora in western countries. It is worth noting that Somali dias-
pora is heavily represented in Europe, North America and Australia. Con-
necting the two communities and strengthening their ties should be a major 
issue of concern in which to invest.
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“THE EAST AFRICAN COUNTRIES ARE LOCATED IN A 
GEO-STRATEGICALLY SIGNIFICANT POSITION IN WHICH 
GLOBAL POWERS ARE STRUGGLING TO BENEFIT FROM 
ITS RESOURCES AND POSITION IN TERMS OF BUILDING 
ECONOMIC AND TRADE RELATIONS WITH THESE 
COUNTRIES.

THE AIM OF THE FIRST CONFERENCE

The East Africa Development Forum 2018 runs under the theme ‘Turkish-So-
mali Partnership: Stepping Forward’ to open up new horizons in Turkish-So-
mali Relations since Somalia is the gate-way for Turkish opening to Africa. 
This first conference aims:

To shed light on the different fields of co-operation between Turkish and 
Somali Institutions and work on a strategy to diversify and broaden such 
co-operation.

Start dialogue through which experts, thinkers, academic institutions, and 
businesses exchange ideas, thus contributing to the much-needed develop-
ment efforts in various sectors.

To ramp up all possible initiatives to facilitate the exploration of future out-
looks for Turkey and Somalia within the context of Turkish-African rela-
tions which went through major milestones in trade, policy and culture.

In his keynote speech, the director of East Africa Association for Re-
search and Development, Dr. Ali Sheikh Ahmed, underscored the histor-
ic ties between Somalia and Turkey that have prevailed even through the 
game-changing geopolitical developments of the last century.  

The visit of the current president and then prime minister, Mr. Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan to Somalia in 2011 represented a turning point in the relations of 
Turkey and Somalia. This revival of those historic ties necessitates bring-
ing the issue into focus and investing in its development and growth to the 
highest level in the best interest of the two parties

”
Dr. Ali Sheikh Ahmed, 
DAD’s Director General
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 Somali Minister of Planning, Investment and Economic Development, 
Mr. Gamal M. Hassan made one of the key opening speeches. He encouraged 
efforts towards fostering the relations between two nations and described as 
a privilege attending the timely discussions in crafting concrete strategies for 
the development of Somalia and its partnership with Turkey.

Turkey’s efforts in Somalia increased after Erdogan’s visit in 2011 during the 
famine crisis. The successful development partnership model of Turkey in-
cludes thousands of scholarship programs, businesses, and support in the 
security sector. Despite the constraints, the potential upside for private part-
nership is huge and will lead to resilience and growth alongside profitability.

Minister Gamal emphasized that their government supports major projects 
that lay the foundation for market connectivity between Turkey and Somalia 
in high return industries including trade and energy. The minister also added 
that the untapped opportunities are endless, which includes high growth sec-
tors such as education, transportation, healthcare, construction, agriculture, 
fishing and insurance.

It is critical to remove the obstacles for economic partnership between the 
two nations. As Somalia is experiencing vast GDP growth of around 6-7 per-
cent, minister Gamal encouraged that Somalia’s national investment is about 
to experience revolutionary changes which will help private and public entity 
to work hand in hand.

The strategy of the Somali government is open for Turkish-Somali partnership 
and anticipated that the forum would result in substantive efforts that will 
move forward the current partnership and collaboration between Turkey and 
Somalia.

The untapped potential of Somalia is huge. 
Not a single sector currently operates fully 
to the maximum, not even at the regional 
level. The early market entry cannot only 
shape the market but can rapidly expand and 
create viable business in the long-run… the 
high growth sectors include … agriculture, 
energy, financial and insurance market, 
healthcare, education transportation, ICT 
and construction.

H. E. Mr. Gamal M. Hassan
Somali Minister of Investment, Planning 
& Economic Development
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Instead of doing every business, it’s better for Africa to focus on very few 
areas across the continent like the agriculture and food sector by putting the 
required policies in place and preparing the infrastructure. It is significant to 
establish an interdependence between African countries in every sector rath-
er than be dependent on other countries like China or India by enabling Afri-
can companies and firms to undertake projects whether it’s mini or mega ones.
 

TURKISH EAST AFRICAN RELATIONS:
FROM PAST TO PRESENT

Dr. Abdirahman Baadiyow, a prominent Somali scholar and socio-political ac-
tivist, who currently serves as Senior Advisor at the Office of the Prime Minis-
ter, highlighted the roots of Turkey and East Africa in general and Turkey and 
Somalia in particular.
There are enabling factors of Somali-Turkish Relations which make the two 
countries bounded strategically. In listing these factors, he mentioned that 
both countries are frontier Muslim states which are in the frontline of Muslims 
and Non-Muslims. 
The second factor is the geostrategic importance of the two countries where 
both countries are located geographically in a very vital strategic location. 
The third factor, which the two nations share, is transported ethnic extensions 
where the people of the two nations are dispersed in a wide geographical area. 
The fourth factor is the huge diasporic communities of both countries. Nearly 
six million Turkish diaspora and two million Somali diasporas live in all coun-
tries in the world. The fifth factor they share is an entrepreneurial spirit which 
both communities have.
Dr. Abdirahman Baadiyow considered Islam as the foundation of Turkish-So-
mali Relations. Somalis have always offered allegiance to the Muslim Ummah 
since the penetration of Islam to the Horn of Africa in the 7th century.
Also, the strategic location of Somalia as a country has been endowed with 
the longest coastline in Africa. Through its territorial waters, more than thir-
ty-three thousand commercial ships pass annually. The strategic geograph-
ical location of Somalia is both an asset and liability, attracting multiple su-
perpower revilers, terrorist organizations and pirates.

TURKISH-AFRICA RELATIONS

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FOR AFRICAN PEOPLE

Abdi Ismail Samatar, a professor of geography at the University of Minnesota, 
demonstrated the stages that the African economy passed through as pre-co-
lonial, post-colonial capitalism, and neo-liberal.

The huge and fast-growing population of the African continent creates a push-
ing forward factor provided by equipped skills and necessary knowledge. In 
the energy sector, there is a huge opportunity where there is an increasing 
demand for electricity, Africa, especially, has the resources for producing en-
ergy, whether it’s oil reserves, rivers and lakes which allows for the continent 
to be in a leading position in hydroelectric, wind and solar energy.  

There is the paradox of the colonial economy, the neo-liberal and the reality of 
the continent which led to a vicious circle over the past decades. The colonial 
economy was only structured to continue dependence, not for the interest of 
the people in the continent. States in the post-colonial era failed to transform 
the economy from disarticulated to articulated economy which is based on 
production and consumption; furthermore, the economy became degenerative 
or worse than the colonial one.
Another related factor is education in the colonial era, which was structured to 
maintain the colony rather than to create a transformation. There is a need for 
a new approach which corresponds with the facts and the requirements of the 
continent in order to tackle the poverty and deprivation, and the importance of 
an articulated and inclusive economy for Africa. 
The critical challenges that Africa faces today include issues like leaders who 
lack the legitimacy and credibility to lead; states with no vision which are also 
less capable of forming a new chart for acting on collective continental issues; 
an economy that has failed to provide productive jobs and living wages for the 
majority; a fragmented continent and deep skills deficit; and finally, enormous 
underused natural resources.
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NATO and western allies, but now it’s a structured in a way which serves Tur-
key`s national interests. This principle put forward an outstanding Turkish de-
velopmental and humanitarian organization like TIKA, Turkish Red Crescent 
and the Diyanet Foundation.
The fourth principle is taking initiative and becoming proactive rather than 
reactive in regional and global issues. The Turkish government augmented its 
peace mediation in intra and interstate conflicts. Also, the Turkish government 
started to establish military bases in several countries like Somalia, Qatar, 
Syria and Iraq to defend its borders and prevent any future threats.
As an emerging global actor, the Turkish government has been trying to cre-
ate interdependent networks and boost multi-dimensional foreign policy. It 
became oriented in employing soft power and economy besides improving its 
security.

Turkey is currently leading opposition to the hegemony of global systems by 
demanding more political representation for the under-represented states in 
the world and just world order. Also, Turkey is demanding a United Nations 
reform.

In the issue of Turkish-Somalia relations, Dr. Ataman told that it’s part of 
wider Turkish foreign policy towards Africa since it started in 1998. Turkey 
contributed nearly more than five hundred million dollars to education, hu-
manitarian, state building and infrastructures. 

What differentiates Turkey from other foreign actors in Somalia is its presence 
on the ground and with Somalia opening its biggest embassy in Mogadishu 
shows how turkey is interested in the stability and development of Somalia. 
Also, in the last few years, Turkey has organized international conferences to 
help Somalia. It also played a crucial role in facilitating negotiations between 
the Somalis.

  

Despite challenges, the Somali people have shown patience and endurance 
and created a large private sector in the last two decades; the Somali private 
sector is also growing at a magnificent level. Also, he mentioned that Somalia 
has untapped natural resources such as oil, gas and plant full marine resourc-
es. Somalia is currently recovering from economic and social destruction, and 
the political framework has been established.

In terms of the strategic importance of Turkey, Turkey is a rising regional pow-
er which connects east to the west. Also, it borders with eight countries and 
controls a very important strait. The rise of the AK Party to power in 2002 
gave a push forward in activating this strategic position to gain a soft power. 
Dr. Baadiyow talked about how the Turkish soft power is growing in Somalia 
due to its successful combination of Islam and democracy and its humanitari-
an and developmental role in Somalia.
 

NEW TURKEY AND ITS FOREIGN POLICY
TOWARDS SOMALIA

Prof. Muhittin Ataman, who currently serves as SETA’s Director of Foreign 
Policy Studies, underlined the main principles of Turkish foreign policy and 
Turkish-Somalia Relations under the leadership of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.
New Turkey’s foreign policy is characterized by the normalization in terms of 
reclaiming its civilizational, historical and cultural heritage, and accordingly, 
Turkey has improved its relations with all related actors.
The second principle is rationalization of Turkish Foreign Policy convert-
ing from an ideology-based policy towards rationality, pragmatic and inter-
est-based foreign policy, but a humanitarian one at the same time. Within the 
framework of the new-Turkish foreign policy, it integrated its economy with 
the global economy by dealing and investing with a lot of countries across the 
world.
 
The third principle is nationalization of Turkish foreign policy. Dr. Ataman told 
that before the AK Party governance, Turkish foreign policy was directed by 
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PARTNERSHIP IN THE EDUCATION SECTOR

SOMALI HIGHER EDUCATION:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

In terms of historical background of Somali higher education, Mr. Mustafa A. 
Feiruz, the Director of Institute of Somali Studies, a research institute affiliat-
ed with Mogadishu, described the looming Somali education sector. 
Before the collapse of the Somali state in 1991, Somali had only one university 
with about 4,600 students. The first university was established in 1993, the 
Indian Ocean University, located in Mogadishu and Galkayo. The era of the 
higher education revolution started in 1977 with the establishment of Moga-
dishu University in Mogadishu followed by the University of Amoud in Borama 
in 1988; Simad University in Mogadishu and East Africa University in Bosaso 
in 1999. Now the number of universities in Somali exceeds more than 110 uni-
versities.
Statistics of the number of students in the universities in Somalia show that 
there are around 106,000 students from the potential university-age popula-
tion of more than a million. This shows that despite the number of universities, 
their capacity to handle large numbers of students is almost non-existent. 
Most of the Somali universities depend on student tuitions as their source of 
funding along with limited funding from private individuals and short-term 
funds. The only university funded by the government is the Somali Nation-
al University. With a lack of necessary resources and absence of a national 
policy on higher education, the universities contribute to peace-building and 
social cohesion.
It is recommended to develop university capacities in terms of diversification 
of academic programs. Also, building effective partnerships between official 
authorities and university departments, developing educational policies and 
regulations for higher education, supporting university budgets and granting 
scholarships to students, strengthening the partnership between Somali uni-
versities and Turkish universities and enhancing cooperation in higher educa-
tion and research.

“Although there are many 
universities in Somalia, their 
capacity won’t exceed 106,000 
students. But the number 
of population at the age of 
university in Somalia reaches 
about 1.3 million.”

MUSTAFA A. FEIRUZ,
ISOS, Director. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE TURKISH
EDUCATION SYSTEM

Turkey has a long history of civilization as our ancestors, the Ottomans have 
ruled about 600 years. Education in the history of the Turks has passed di-
verse stages. In the hope that our progress will give opportunities of transfer 
expertise for our Somali brothers, one of the first modernization efforts in the 
Turkish education system is the establishment of specialty technical schools. 
These helped the economies and brought industrialization into the market.

An intensive reform began with the establishment of the new Turkish Repub-
lic. This helped increase the percentage of literacy in the new republic. This 
was based on a principle that ‘education is the foundation of development in a 
country. Then with their limited resources and capabilities, the new reformists 
aimed at increasing the number of universities and schools in the country.

One of the challenges of education in the Turkish republic was and still is 
the size of students and workers in the education sector. There are about 25 
million students, but the number of teachers is about 1 million. This forced the 
policymakers to increase the number of schools and universities. Much of this 
expansion took place in the AK Party era.

The Turkish 2023 Vision aims to focus on utilizing the potential talents, skills 
and abilities with regard to ancient Turkish values in the Ottomans and the 
changing world. With the use of technology, development plans are made ac-
cording to the skills needed in the world led by knowledge and information.

EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP AND FUTURE 
OPPORTUNITIES

Mr. Mustafa Efe, senior Maarif Foundation personnel and Director of the Center 
for African Studies in Ankara highlighted the importance of organizing con-
ferences like the East Africa Development Forum since it will help both Turkey 
and Somalia understand each other so that future cooperation will be fruitful 
for both nations. 
Since education is vital in every society’s development, Mr. Efe demonstrated 
the role of the Turkish Scholarship program in helping Somalia. The Turkish 
model in assisting Somalia is helping the country develop and educate its 
young minds and not cause brain-drain. For example, there are a lot of bright 
minds from developing countries who go abroad to study and stay there. There 
are more Ethiopian doctors in Chicago than those doctors in Ethiopia!
Turkish institutions who are involved in supporting Somali students by giv-
ing education opportunities should consider the needs of the country. Mr. 
Efe highlighted that policymakers and heads of governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations should balance what is needed on the ground with 
what students are interested in. The case of Imam Hatip schools who only give 
scholarships in the field of Ilahiyat (Theology) may cause problems in Somalia 
since Somalis are Shafi and Turkish are Hanafi.
The Turkish scholarship program in Somalia started in 2012, a year after Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to  Somalia in 2011. The aim of the program was at 
first to educate Somalis who will work as academicians. Also, the program 
aimed at strengthening Somali-Turkish relations.
Ahmet Akturkoglu, who worked with the Turkish Diyanet Foundation and is an 
advisor in the Turkish Embassy in Mogadishu for a term, stated that there is is 
a high school run by the Diyanet Foundation in Mogadishu, a higher education 
institution, and another one in Hargeisa with the partnership of the Hikma 
Foundation with about 500 students.
The Turkish Diyanet Foundation is really experienced in providing education in 
the field of theology, and the faculties of religious studies/theology in Soma-
lia called ‘Sharia’ and the faculties in Turkey are not the same. In Turkey, we 
give a more comprehensive education in theology with courses in philosophy, 
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involved building infrastructure by reconstructing roads in the capital, reha-
bilitating hospitals and schools and governmental offices. 

One of the two outstanding infrastructural projects is the rehabilitation of the 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan Hospital, the most modern hospital in Somalia and East 
Africa, and the new building for the Somali Parliament, which is expected to 
be finished in the near future. Also, the Turkish government represented by 
TIKA is involved in capacity building programs for bureaucracy, security per-
sonnel and military. TIKA also supported a lot of young Somalis technically 
and financially to make them self-dependent rather than waiting on others.

AID FOR DEVELOPMENT: THE ROLE OF TURKISH
DIYANET FOUNDATION

Mr. Salahattin Karabostan of the Turkish Diyanet Foundation, a charity es-
tablished in 1975, has worked all around the world to help people in need of 
aid and support. The Diyanet Foundation has worked on making it possible for 
millions to have the opportunity to have wells for clean water supply, food aid, 
Ramazan and Kurban feasts support and gifts.
Also, Diyanet works on establishing education centers in places where people 
don’t have schools. The Diyanet Foundation offers people to have also mosques 
so that they can perform their prayers in the most comfortable way.
The Diyanet Foundation operations in Somalia can be categorized into two 
groups:
The first group is related to helping the Somali people perform their religious 
deeds in the best way possible by establishing or renovating mosques and 
education centers. For example, Diyanet undertook the renovation of the Abdi-
aziz Mosque in Mogadishu in 2015.
The second group of activities is related to helping people receive assistance 
in their basic needs. Diyanet has helped in the digging of 10 wells so that a 
large number of Somali people have clean water to drink. Also, we support ed-
ucation as a factor for development; we have education centers, and we bring 
thousands of students, hundreds of who are Somalis. We give them scholar-
ships, hostels and health services so that they can be educated as best as 
possible.

leadership, and social structures. These kinds of education are needed in So-
malia for the upbringing and educating of its future leaders.

The rector of Red Sea University, Mr. Abdullahi Hassan, also emphasized the 
importance of higher education in the development and recovery of societies. 
Decades after the collapse of the Somali government, a new higher education 
institution was established. The challenges in education are that opportuni-
ties in higher education are limited in Somali communities since their income 
is low, and they can’t afford the tuition fees.

Also, the capabilities of higher education institutions in Somalia to accept an 
increased number of students is weak. With the absence of state support and 
control policy, the Somali education sector needs effective reforms.
 

PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT SECTOR

THE ROLE OF TURKEY IN SOMALIA’S STATE-
BUILDING PROCESSES

Mr. Ali Maskan, Deputy Director of TIKA (Turkish International Cooperation 
and Development Agency) highlighted the strategic position of Somalia as a 
country with a long coastline and near to the Bab-Almendab strategic strait, 
the entry and the exit of the Red Sea and their implications for world security.  

According to Mr. Maskan, this strategic location could be among the causes 
of the Somali dilemma. In addition, he talked about the historical relations 
between the countries in the region, especially those which lie on the Red Sea 
shore and the Ottoman Empire which indicate the historical importance of the 
region.

Turkey’s involvement in 2011 aimed to break the stereotype towards Soma-
lia by helping to connect Somalia to the world through Turkish Airways and 
through other privately-owned Turkish firms. Also, he mentioned that they 
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The international system of global health space is characterized by the uni-
directional flow of human resources, knowledge and finances. For decades, 
governments of richer countries have mobilized themselves to send signifi-
cant funding and resources to countries in the global south to support their 
fragile states.

However, in the global health space, there were narratives about reciprocity, 
co-development and shared learning which started to gain more momentum. 
There is a great deal in how rich countries can learn from poorer ones. From 
this perspective, the Turkish Somali partnership in the health sector should 
be based on a mutual learning experience since good ideas are good ideas 
irrespective of their source. There is a Universal ambition for emphasis on pre-
ventative medicine, empowering patients in their own care, streamlining deliv-
ery and ensuring accessible and affordable care pathways.

High-income countries and their health professionals should seriously rethink 
their way of engaging with low-income countries and the pervasive desire to 
impose ideas, solutions and ethos onto countries of the global south that cre-
ates a tendency to overlook any innovations or resource savviness occurring 
in those settings. 

PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT SECTOR

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Abdirazak Yusuf, a Co-founder of the SAHAN Group, discussed issues about 
trade relations between Turkey and Africa, especially Somalia. He commenced 
his speech by displaying how the trade relations between Turkey and Africa 
have been gradually growing since the ruling AK party came to power in 2002. 
He told that there had been a revival in Turkey`s relations with Africa since 
1998. 2005 was declared as the African year and was initially rather passive. 
After 2005, this became a massive effort to develop relations with the whole 
continent. 

Shifting from Humanitarian or Vertical Programs to a Sustainable Health Sys-
tem in Somalia
Mr. Abdinasir Mohamed, a young public health researcher from London Imperi-
al College, highlighted ‘moving from humanitarian to a sustainable health sys-
tem in Somalia.’ The health system is composed of human resources: doctors, 
midwives, nurses and other staff; health information system: data, financing, 
service delivery point: hospitals, maternal and child centers, etc., medical 
equipment and technology; management.
The health system in Somalia used to be operated by the Ministry of Health. 
When the government collapsed, there was a gap in the health system. Al-
though there were a lot of health service points, they lacked the proper and 
reliable infrastructure and worked ad hoc. There was no structure, no regula-
tory bodies and no plans, no sustainable finance.
It is recommended that donor management must change, such that the aid for 
Somalia can be used more independently and ensure that incoming aid goes 
toward areas in need of critical relief without pressure from donors. There is 
an exit strategy needed for INGOs UN.
 
TURKISH–SOMALI HEALTH PARTNERSHIPS:
CONSIDERATIONS FOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONS

Ms. Hamdi Issa, a PhD candidate at Imperial College, London highlighted the 
basics of health partnership between Turkey and Somalia in terms of knowl-
edge diffusion and healthcare innovation with the aim of moving towards mu-
tually beneficial partnerships.

The parameters of the 2011 famine, where Turkey was the traditional donor 
and Somalia as the traditional recipient, a scenario that was fitting at that 
time, must change to even the playing field for a mutually beneficial partner-
ship as these partners move to implement future development programs with 
sustainability considerations. In the realm of rethinking the Turkish Somali 
partnership in terms of development after seven years of cooperation, the aid 
model that was utilized at that time should not fit the development partner-
ship paradigm if the aim is to launch the basic building blocks of a mutual 
partnership with sustainable impact.
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VIABILITY OF TOURISM IN SOMALIA

Mr. Ahmed Kotar, a business developer from East Africa, analysed the tourism 
sector and its director service providers and supportive governmental institu-
tions. He emphasized the indispensability of security for the tourism sector 
to flourish. Also, he mentioned the existence of tourism potential in Somalia if 
the required political and economic conditions are prepared.

FUTURE TURKISH SOMALI RELATIONS

AGRICULTURE AND MARITIME COLLABORATIONS

Prof. Hussein Iman mentioned that Agriculture is an important economic activ-
ity in Somalia, not only in terms of meeting the food needs of the population 
but also in terms of generating income through crop sales and agricultural 
labour opportunities.  With roughly 50% of the population’s cereal require-
ments met through domestic production, Agriculture is a major component, 
particularly for two of the main rural livelihood systems in the Horn of Africa 
country: Agro-pastoralist, a mix of agriculture and livestock production-based 
livelihood and Agriculturalist, agriculture-based livelihood. 
In the short- to medium-term, the recovery of agricultural production depends 
on better security, stronger public and community institutions, and the reha-
bilitation of dilapidated flood control, irrigation, and transport infrastructure. 
In the longer term, the sector’s growth potential can be achieved by develop-
ing and implementing a comprehensive sector development strategy, support-
ed by effective institutions and interventions that harness the dynamism of 
its private sector.
He talked about livestock as a primary sector for the livelihood of the majority 
of the population. This is a major employment activity and is the largest eco-
nomic sector in the country. It contributes more than 65% to the national GDP 
from domestic distribution and exports to other parts of the continent, the 
Middle East and Europe. Also, livestock provides 80% of the foreign currency 
to the country by selling the animals or the by-products. 

From that time, Turkish airways started to expand to destinations shunned by 
others, and currently, it operates more than 50 routes from Istanbul across 
Africa. The reoccurring visits of the Republic of Turkey to Africa culminated in 
bilateral relations with Africa.
The trade volume between Turkey and African jumped from 5 billion dollars 
in 2002 to more than 20 billion dollars in 2018 which means a four-fold in-
crease within a few years. Turkey`s value investments in Africa reached nearly 
10 billion dollars, where one country in East Africa like Ethiopia witnessed an 
investment value reaching 1.5 billion by the Turkish government and business-
es by employing the local labour force, using home-produced resources and 
exporting the final products. 
Turkish firms are contributing significantly to Africa’s development, while at 
the same time benefitting from opportunities in the world’s fastest-growing 
continent.
Turkey’s exports to Somalia are worth more than 140 million dollars, and it 
imports nearly one million dollars from Somalia. This huge trade in balance 
between the two countries should be mitigated by motivating more holistic 
trade policies where Somalis could also get access to the Turkish markets. 
Implementing the dozens of memorandums and agreements inked by the two 
governments since 2011 in the area of energy, mines, electricity, higher edu-
cation, agriculture, and maritime affairs and fishery will foster more balance 
and interdependence between the two countries.

TURKISH HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS IN SOMALIA

Mr. Faruk Aksoy presented how the Turkish Red Crescent conducted humani-
tarian interventions in more than 140 countries over the last one hundred and 
fifty years. With its head of delegation offices in eight countries, including So-
malia and South Sudan, the TRC has been involved in disaster and emergency 
response activities in these and other countries in the globe. 

He mentioned that the Turkish Red Crescent established its delegation in So-
malia in 2011 where it participated in the distribution of humanitarian needs 
for Somalis in the area affected by drought.
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TURKISH-SOMALI DIASPORA PARTNERSHIP

Dr. Yusuf Sheikh Hassan, a researcher affiliated with SOAS University in Lon-
don, highlighted the necessity to establish relations and cooperation between 
Turkish and Somali diaspora. Turkey and East African societies, including So-
malia, have a positive and longstanding historical relationship that goes back 
to the sixth century. However, the relation between East Africa and the Otto-
man State has been greatly weakened after the secular Republic of Turkey 
was established in 1923. 

The constructive historical relationship between the Somali and Turkish peo-
ple has been reinvented by the historical visit of Erdogan, (then the Prime 
Minister of Turkey) to Somalia in 2011. Thus, Erdogan’s visit has positively 
impacted on Somali diaspora’s perception of Turkey as the well-known Somali 
writer Arman said: “The fact is, Erdogan has done for Somalia what no other 
world leader has done in decades.”
During his visit, Somali diaspora and non-diaspora set up Facebook pages to 
thank him; countless letters were sent to his office as Somali diaspora flocked 
to Turkish embassies in the world to say thank you, Turkey. This is because 
Erdogan restored the hope that Somalia will recover. As an appreciation, many 
newborn girls were named “Istanbul,” and boys were named “Erdogan.”

The reasons behind Somali diaspora’s increasing travel to Turkey included but 
was not limited to taking holidays, seeking educational and businesses oppor-
tunities,  learning Islamic history and Turkish culture influenced by Islam. Al-
most all participants confirmed that they met their expectations during their 
stay in Turkey. 

Because of the unconditional help and support offered by the Turkish people, 
Somali society has redefined and is still redefining their Islamic identity in 
association with Turkey, the country that Somalis consider as real Muslim 
brothers and sisters who helped them at the time they needed it the most. 
Moreover, diaspora participants felt emotional and psychological wellbeing 
when they visited Turkey and heard the call for prayers and performed their 
prayers in Mosques.  

As Mr. Hussein mentioned, Somalia has an estimated 40 million head of an-
imals, and this huge number makes Somalia one of the richest countries in 
Africa in terms of animals. Somalia`s export of animals is affected by several 
factors like political instability, conflict civil displacement, natural and cli-
matic shocks, and the outbreaks of transboundary animal diseases which is 
difficult to control. 

Because of the civil unrest in the last 25 years, the sector is suffering from 
impediments like lack of livestock infrastructure, institutions at federal or re-
gional levels, and alternative feeding for the animals. Thus, Somali animals 
have to cut long distances to get grace which negatively affects the health 
and productivity of the sector. Also,  genetic improvements will be important 
to increase the productivity of the Somalia animal. There is a need for im-
provements and developmental projects for animal products as well as busi-
nesses and private investments in the sector.

Fishery is also another sector which is so important, but in terms of utiliza-
tion, it’s the least utilized sector by the Somalis. However, nowadays, the sec-
tor has started to gain momentum in becoming part of the food security. The 
sector is expected to contribute some $65 million to the country’s economy in 
2019. Surveys of Somali waters show that there are significant fish stocks off 
the coast of Somalia—these waters are, in fact, considered to be some of the 
richest fishing grounds in the region, and many profitable species live in the 
waters off the coast of Somalia. 

Like other sectors, the fishing sector is facing a challenge, and the biggest 
one is the absence of institutions which are supposed to improve and motivate 
the sector. Extensive illegal fishing inflicts damage in several ways. Most ob-
viously, “foreign trawlers” directly compete for fish with local communities, 
including those where fishing is the traditional and only livelihood. Depleted 
stocks may deny locals not only scarce income but food.
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It has been suggested that Turkey-Somali diplomats can play a very impor-
tant role in improving and strengthening community relationships by devel-
oping purposeful programmes in which key members from the two communi-
ties are involved and officially invited.

It has been suggested that the more Somali diaspora visit Turkey, the bet-
ter the relationship can grow naturally. This is because visiting Somali di-
asporas can make connections, both in Turkey and in the Turkish communi-
ties in the diaspora. 

Mr. Burhan Basoglu of YTB talked about the Turkish diasporic community 
living abroad mainly in Europe and North America and how they are actively 
participating in the social, economic, cultural and political life of their host 
countries while maintaining their ties to their motherland, mother tongue and 
culture; they’re living as prosperous, successful individuals respecting local 
laws and customs. 

He praised the Somali diasporic community for their active and outstanding 
role in the hosting countries. Both communities immigrated for the same rea-
son, which is to get a better life, currently because of the rise of Islamophobia 
and racism in the West. There is an opportunity for the two communities to en-
gage with each other and cooperate to overcome the challenges and obstacles 
by networking and sharing experiences
 
THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA IN TURKISH SOMALI PARTNERSHIP

Mr. Metin Mutanoglu, Deputy Director and Editor in Chief of the Anadolu 
Agency highlighted the role of the media in fostering relations between states. 
The media can play a significant role in terms of facilitating a clear under-
standing between people by drawing a comprehensible view on shared charac-
teristics and aspirations. In the Turkish-Somali partnership agenda, the media 
can shape how Somalis see Turkey as well as how Turkey sees Somalia.

Turkish media coverage on Somalia is dominated by news of piracy, terrorist 
attacks, explosions and casualties. This does not give the whole picture of 

Somali diaspora visiting or staying in Turkey have been attracted and influ-
enced by Turkey’s cultural and historical aspects shaped Islamic visibility 
e.g. Mosques, hearing Azan, Islamic history, Turkish food, beautiful landscape, 
hospitality and friendliness of the Turkish people, as well as cleanliness of 
streets.
Somali diaspora has also faced some challenges such as the language barri-
er; traffic system, speedy driving attitudes, and widespread smoking of ciga-
rettes; immigration system. Most participants agreed that the level of social 
engagement outside of government officials is rather weak assuming that the 
relationship isn’t as strong as the one that exists in Turkey or the strong po-
litical relationship.

Therefore, participants offered diverse suggestions in order to improve Tur-
key-Somali diaspora relationships.  To improve Somali-Turkish Diaspora Rela-
tionships, participants recommended the following: 

Develop and organize Somali-Turkey diaspora joint-activities in which both 
communities can identify, such as Islamic Eid celebrations and local cele-
brations in their respective host country.

Each community (Somali and Turkish communities) should invite the other 
when organising their own national celebrations for their countries of origin. 

Organize joint conferences and events through which the two communities 
can develop shared understanding, learn from each other’s experience, cul-
ture and historical background.

Establish joint-community spaces and friendship centres where two com-
munity members can interact, socialise and share experiences and stories.

The Turkish government should prioritise institution-building and Somali 
diaspora knowledge, skills and expertise transfer, including investing in the 
return of educated and professional diaspora Somalis, which will contribute 
to the process of recovery and nation-building.
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In the wake of the cold war and disintegration of the Soviet Union at the be-
ginning of the 1990s, Turkish foreign policy was restructured and directed to-
wards a close relationship with the newly independent states in Caucasus and 
Central Asia. The governmental and civil society organizations started to have 
a huge presence in these countries and conducted developmental and humani-
tarian programs besides defusing conflicts and tensions. This interruption did 
not last long where again Turkey became an outstanding contributor to the UN 
intervention in Somalia in 1992 under the operation called Operation Restore 
Hope. The Turkish contribution to the operations was not only limited to troops 
but more than that; a Turkish general was the commander of the mission.

In the second half of the 1990s, the Turkish Africa relations got momentum, 
and Turkey launched its new strategy towards Africa and adopted its Opening 
to Africa policy in 1998. Subsequently, the leaders of the two countries met 
several times from 2007 where the 
Prime Minister of Turkey met with the Somali interim president on the side-
lines of the African Union Submit, followed by several visits made by the So-
mali president Sharif Sheikh Ahmed to Turkey and the organization of the 
Somali road map that was held in Istanbul in 2010. The process culminated 
with the visit of President Erdogan to Somalia in 2011 when he was then the 
Turkish Prime  Minister.

The visit of President Erdogan to Somalia in 2011 with a huge delegation from 
the government officials and his family represented a defining moment for the 
relations between the two countries. During his visit, he witnessed the mag-
nitude of the devastation caused by the severe drought in Mogadishu out-
skirts refugee camps and the hospitals. It was a rare instance of a foreign head 
of state visiting the war-ravaged country. Also, it was the first time that a 
non-African head of state had visited Somalia since the collapse of the Somali 
government. It had an effect on the way Somalia is seen by the international 
community and created a greater hope towards state building and restoring 
peace and security. 

In 2011, Somalia witnessed one of the deadliest famines in its history which 
affected some 3.1 million people. One of the indirect results of President Erdo-

what is going on in Somalia. Recently, Somalia has been recovering with the 
help of the Turkish government. Turkey has established a military academy, 
one of the biggest military bases Turkey has outside its borders. The benefits 
of this academy will be seen in the near future as they prepare the creation of 
a strong Somali national army which will help Somalis eliminate its security 
threat on its own. 
From this perspective, there is a shining future ahead for Somalia. Although 
Somalia has tens of television channels, radios and websites, the picture they 
draw is distorted by the coverage of other media and their reach to the world. 
A description of Somalia for the world is limited by the resources, the know-
how and the strategies they use to conduct their activities.
The Anadolu Agency communicates with the world in 13 languages. We plan 
to visit Somalia and blow a fresh wind by drawing a clear new image about its 
recovery, hopes and aspirations through documentaries and reports.

THE TURKISH ROLE IN THE STABILIZATION OF SOMALIA

Dr. Mohamed Deq Ibrahim of Somali National University highlighted that So-
malia and Turkey were never distant to each other and that they share a long 
history that traces back to the 15th century and culminated in the 19th centu-
ry when Somalia became a party of the Ottoman empire`s area of dominance. 
Since then, the relations between the two countries witnessed interruptions 
due to the rise of modern European colonizers in the region and the total col-
lapse of the caliphate in 1924. 

The second interruption began with the foundation of the modern republic by 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk from the ashes of the empire at the time the new re-
public directed its face to the west and turned its back on the Muslim country. 
The establishment of the Islamic conference currently known as the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation represented the meeting point between Turkey and 
other Muslim countries, among them Somalia. Henceforth, during the periodic 
gatherings of the organization, there were meetings between the leaders of 
the two countries on the sidelines. As a result,  Somalia opened its first dip-
lomatic mission in Ankara in 1976, and after three years in 1979, Turkey also 
opened its impasse in Mogadishu.
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The features of Turkish-Somali involvement model are:
Direct support without going through mediators.
Direct engagement with the Somali people without security exaggeration in 
providing humanitarian and developmental services.
A high level of coordination with the Somalis when prioritizing.
Long-term developmental projects.
Higher speed of achievement.
Assistance is directed to the neediest people and locations.
Bilateral support rather than multilateral support.

Lastly, although the Turkish involvement in Somalia has been having chal-
lenges due to lack of experience and competition from the other stakehold-
ers from the region and outside the region, it realized a tangible impact on 
the ground within a short time where other involvements mainly from western 
countries had failed to achieve.
 
FUTURE PARTNERSHIP IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Dr. Muharrem Hilmi Ozev, from the Center for Middle East & Africa Stud-
ies highlighted the importance of research in developing nations. Somalia’s 
spending on research is significantly low. This is the result of scarce and lim-
ited resources that governments face. However, research and development are 
the keys to breaking the vicious cycle that these states are trapped in and 
hence, investment in research and development issues becomes a necessity.

In the age of high technology, where companies with artificial intelligence 
products are becoming trillion-dollar investments, data and information trans-
fer and management becomes a booming economic sector. In general, Muslim 
countries’ spending on research is not inadequate but is humiliatingly low. 
Turkey and Somalia should give importance and priority to research and de-
velopment programs.
Research and development strategies should be comprehensive, covering both 
natural science such as medical and technology research and also research 
in the social science field which is as significant as the first one. In the orien-
tal world, where Somalia and Turkey are located, spending on social sciences 

gan`s visit is the pull out of the Al-Shabab movement from Mogadishu in the 
same year that made the capital under the full control of the Somali federal 
government. In Somalia, Turkey started rebuilding the social fabric by recon-
structing roads, airports, hospitals for Somali peoples’ wellbeing and paving 
the way for political resettlement. The visit of Mr. Erdogan marked the third 
phase of Turkey`s involvement in Africa. 

The visit of Erdogan and the Turkish involvement uncovered the flaws and 
pitfalls of international community engagement with Somalia, proved its in-
consistencies since the breakout of the Somali civil war. Also, it uncovered the 
inefficiency of the international organizations which are based in Nairobi and 
collect money for Somalia. 

Erdogan’s visit and opening the biggest Turkish embassy complex in Moga-
dishu created a new perception on dealing with Somalia and was followed by 
an influx of high foreign delegations and ambassadors to Mogadishu, where up 
to thirty foreign embassies opened in Mogadishu a few months after the Er-
dogan visit. On the other hand, the Turkish involvement in Somalia motivated 
one way or another the Somali diaspora to return and establish their business 
and political career.

Through observing the Turkish involvement in Somalia so far, we can deduce 
that it depends on the following:

Formalizing the status of Somalia in terms of its bilateral and multilateral 
relations with governments and organizations.
Providing humanitarian assistance.
Rebuilding infrastructure and supporting developmental projects.
Assisting security enforcement and restoration.
Pushing forward the political process.
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FUTURE PERSPECTIVES ON TURKISH-SOMALI RELATIONS

Prof. Ahmed Kavas in his speech in the conference presented shortly the long 
history between the Ottoman Empire and Africa since the 14th century. He 
mentioned that their intention was not to colonize the continent; rather all 
the confrontations the empire had with the Portuguese was to protect the lo-
cal people around the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea from colonizing by the 
foreigners who were eager to enslave the indigenous to extract money and 
wealth. 

The landmark visit of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Somalia in 2011 as 
the first high-level visit of a non-African leader to Somalia in more than two 
decades was the beginning of the new Turkish-Somali relations as he de-
scribed. He vowed the importance of re-energizing the partnership between 
the two countries by modelling trade, cultural and political interdependence.
 

COMMUNIQUE

The East Africa Development Forum was held in Istanbul, Turkey under the 
Theme “Turkish-Somali partnership: A stepping forward on 1-2 December 
2018. The forum was co-organized by the East Africa Association for Research 
and Development (DAD) and the Center for Policy, Economic and Social Stud-
ies (SETA). The conference was officially opened by Minister of Planning, In-
vestment, Economic and Development of the Somali Federal Government, H.E. 
Ambassador Jamal Mohamed Hassan, while the State Minister of the Office of 
the Prime Minister closed the forum. 
The conference was attended by Somali government officials and diplomats 
from the Somali embassy in Turkey with the lead of Somali Ambassador Jama 
Abdullahi Mohamed, Turkish and Somali universities academicians and re-
search institutions, as well as intellectual and representatives from civil soci-
ety organizations of the two countries. 
Research papers were presented on Turkish-Somali relations and the possi-
bilities of further development in these areas. Participants have also actively 

is low compared to natural science research and development programs. We 
need to have talented and skilled individuals that can combine both natural 
science research skills and social science issues and needs. This opens for 
brain drain if we don’t develop and make progress in social science fields.
There are challenges in research and development in social science:

Weak state institutions that deal with research and development tasks ac-
companied by an inferiority complex and low self-confidence in the indig-
enous institutions that the states run or have. This creates a distrust that 
research institutions cannot produce tangible and useful research as done 
by their counterparts in the West.

Lack of a state grand strategy that entails all sides of human development 
that minimizes interdepartmental conflicts sabotage the strategies of other 
departments that is understood across departments and ministries and im-
plemented smoothly with the utmost efficiency and coordination.

Resource scarcity accompanied by poor resource management in terms of 
resource waste and misappropriation which limits the amounts of resource 
that flows into strategic projects such as research and development.

Somalia and Turkey should partner in research endeavours covering the fol-
lowing issues:

Issues concerning the strength and weakness of the sovereign state and so-
cial cohesion. These issues resemble research done by Western powers and 
are used for their own interests. Both Turkey and Somalia need to conduct 
these kinds of research in order to enhance state developments and prevent 
crises and conflicts or reduce their impact and severity.
Issues regarding regional integration from a community perspective by re-
searching communal factors that relate the people of two nations.
Issues that concern economic integration and trade in order to minimize 
challenges and remove social and economic barriers between our states.

The above-mentioned research initiatives can be implemented through re-
search centres and universities of both nations.
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ish and Somali diasporas. To support the researchers to study the shared 
history of Turkish and Somali people with a focus on numerous archived 
documents on that topic.

Finally, the participants of the East African Development and Research Fo-
rum have praised the conference and stressed the need to hold it routinely. 
While the organizers thanked the Forum’s attendees.

 

CLOSING NOTES

The director of the SETA Foundation, Prof. Burhanettin Duran stated that the 
Turkish Somali partnership, in diaspora perspective, shows us the necessity 
to conduct similar conferences in future Turkish-Somali partnership. Under 
the initiative and direction of Dr. Ali, the results of the conference deserve 
the ever-shining light from his eyes whenever he talked about the conference.
On the Somali agenda, Turkey was always eager to initiate partnership and 
collaboration which enriches both nations. The world is going under transfor-
mation. More than international organizations, bilateral relations are becom-
ing more important. Also, the world is turning into a situation where states 
are striving for their own survival under the increasing competition between 
states. This is the crisis in the so-called ‘liberal success’ that was coined af-
ter the Cold War.
From this perspective, as Turkey as Somalia, we need to establish a stronger 
partnership and develop our current cooperation. Turkey was focused on de-
veloping new partnership models based on win-win principles.
Turkish-Somali relations started in 2011 on the basis of humanitarian support 
and then transformed into a development partnership. This partnership was 
far more important than a simple interest-based relationship. This was a stra-
tegic step that will renew the Turkish opening in Africa. If this effort contin-
ues, it will produce strategic results that will help communities move towards 
prosperity and will become a global example of effective partnership and fra-
ternal relations. This forum and its sessions range from education partnership 

participated in the discussions and provided valuable recommendations. All 
participants underlined the importance of strengthening the historic ties be-
tween Somalia and Turkey. In 2011, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan paid 
a visit to Somalia in what was considered a historic revival of the relations 
of the two countries. Since that historic visit, the warm ties between the two 
countries have grown in different areas, economically, politically, and socially. 
In order to strengthen the collaboration between the two countries, the follow-
ing are to be considered:

To strengthen the co-operation across different sectors, particularly edu-
cation, research, culture, media, commerce and investment, health and en-
vironment, agriculture, livestock and fisheries, with a focus on cooperation 
based on clear policies and efficient strategies to secure the sustainability 
of such cooperation.

To support the trade between Turkey and Somalia, the Somali minister of 
investment, planning and economic development stated that his ministry 
had already started the necessary steps to minimize bilateral trade be-
tween Turkey and Somalia.

To strengthen the collaboration between Turkish and Somali universities 
in areas of higher education and research. East African universities should 
learn from their Turkish counterparts and vice-versa.

To start a dialogue between experts, intellectuals, academic institutions 
and business communities in order to facilitate the development across dif-
ferent sectors and prepare studies to establish the necessary atmosphere 
for the partnership between the two countries. 

To put all effort in helping Somali students in Turkey and assisting them 
throughout their school years at Turkish Institutions before going back to 
the country while being more equipped in leading their nations. 

To strengthen the co-operation within civil society organizations in Turkey 
and Somalia. To contribute to building effective relations between the Turk-
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Moreover, for the past two decades, the world has seen a global socio-political 
shift in which emerging powers entering into the international political arena 
with a unique foreign policy as compared to the elite powers. Turkey encom-
passes this shift, and the Ottoman Empire’s immaculate history has become a 
significant tool for Turkey’s foreign policy. 

This has assisted Turkey in engaging and establishing more responsible and 
realistic relationships with global partners and allies. Somalia remains a good 
example of this.
Despite historic connections, the assistance model that Turkey deployed in 
Somalia and doing so at the right time was based on non-interference in in-
ternal political matters, a hands-on aid with quick impact projects that will 
change and support Somalia. This was a Diplomacy Aid with a long-term view.
Turkey was re-writing the norm in which aid was merely political. A smart 
move of regenerating a relationship and, most importantly, gaining credibility 
and trust from Somali society. It was an important key to the success of regen-
erating the Turkish-Somali relationship.
It launched multidimensional projects of assistance inclusive of humanitar-
ian aid and developmental projects to support the rebuilding process with a 
high-quality implementation strategy, the two assisting projects being imple-
mented together. 
This was a totally opposite technique from the traditional donors that only 
deliver humanitarian aid. Furthermore, with the integration of local communi-
ties, delivering assistance to them quickly based on priority and visibility of 
projects, putting all those pieces into context, we can understand why Turkey 
has been successful in helping Somalia.
It is clear Turkey’s intention and its relationship with Somalia will go beyond 
assistance and support. The establishment of both Turkey’s biggest foreign 
embassy and foreign military base has categorically set a precedence as to 
how much Turkey is willing to develop its relationship with Somalia. 
In the long run, Somalia also has much to offer to Turkey, and our Turkish 
brothers know this very well. Somalia will always be grateful for what Turkey 
has done in a time of need. But as I always say, do not judge Somalia from what 
it has been but think what Somalia of tomorrow could be. 
 

to development partnership.
As a final note, if our relations are not based on brotherhood, love and soli-
darity, it means that we are short of accomplishing our responsibilities. I hope 
these notes will be an opening speech for our future conferences.

Mr. Abdullahi Hamud Mohamed, Somali State Minister of the Office of the 
Prime Minister indicated that the bond between Somalia and Turkey had NOT 
started from that historic visit in 2011 by the Turkish President H.E. Erdogan, 
with that enduring image of the President holding a small child – But the love 
affair between Somalia and Turkey dates way back in history to the middle 
ages.
It was Dr. Badiyow that touched the historical trade and military alliances that 
existed between the Ottoman Empire and the various Somali Sultans, like the 
Ajuran and Adale Sultans.
The unprecedented engagement with Somalia since 2011 has been praised lo-
cally, regionally and has caught the attention of major global powers. In a 
short time, Turkey became one of the closest allies that Somalia has in the 
international political arena. The unparalleled success of Turkish assistance 
and aid projects in Somalia has yielded many responses and has produced 
many tangible results. The most significant has been a direct review and re-
newed approach by other international donors that have been present in So-
malia far longer than Turkey.
The curiosity and inquisitiveness about the Turkish assistance model in So-
malia have become a global subject, not only for Western donors but even the 
Muslim ones. There are two questions every global donor has asked them-
selves (1) how Turkey’s assistance model has become more effective and valu-
able, and (2) what factors are helping Turkey to accomplish all these projects 
to accelerate Somalia’s state of recovery? These questions and more had been 
discussed in the international political arena, which led to discussions and 
research directives at global research centers and entered multi-national po-
litical discourse. 
History is more than a path left by the past – it influences the present and can 
shape the future. Perhaps, what is undeniable is that history vitally influenc-
es any relationship, and nations structure their relationship with the historical 
connections alongside their mutual interests. 
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PROSPECTS

East Africa is a significant region with tons of challenges to overcome and an 
equal number of opportunities to capitalize. This Forum started a valuable and 
needed dialogue between Turkey and the region.
As Prof. Duran, SETA director, noted in his closing speech, the East African Fo-
rum 2018 will open doors for more dialogue on increased partnerships between 
the region and Turkey. The region has around 400 million people with the most 
growing economies in Africa. Moreover, Somalia, the subject of this first con-
ference, represents the first Turkish foothold in the region. With a comprehen-
sive model of aid and development, Turkey has won hearts and minds in the 
region.
In the near future, a more advanced partnership between the region and Tur-
key will be needed. This forum has laid the foundation of a partnership which 
goes beyond governmental institutions and reaches all aspects of people liv-
ing in Turkey and in the East Africa region and entails public-private and pri-
vate-private partnership.
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Anadolu Agency is a leading and one 
of the oldest news agencies in Tur-
key, It was established in April 1920. 
Anadolu Agency was established in 
response to the need to enlighten 
the public with the most accurate re-
ports. 

Turkish Red Crescent, a humanitar-
ian organization that aims to provide 
aid for needy and defenseless people 
in disasters and usual periods as a 
proactive organization, developing 
cooperation in the society, providing 
safe-blood and decreasing vulnera-
bility.

SETA is the Foundation for Politi-
cal Economic and Social Research, a 
Turkish think tank based in Ankara. It 
was established in 2005 to produce 
accurate and up-to-date knowledge 
and analysis of the on-going trends 
in Turkey and its allies.

Turkish Cooperation and Coordina-
tion Agency (TİKA) was established 
in 1992. TİKA is an implementing 
intermediary of Turkish foreign pol-
icy, particularly in the countries with 
whom we have shared values. Focus-
ing on development cooperation, TİKA 
works in more than 150 countries, in-
cluding the ones where their offices 
are located.
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Presidency for Turks Abroad and 
Related Communities (YTB) is the 
organization assigned to coordinate 
the activities for Turks living abroad, 
related (sister) communities and 
Türkiye Scholarship Program, and 
strengthen closer economic, social 
and cultural relations.

The Center for Middle Eastern 
Strategic Studies is a non-profit, 
non-partisan think-tank head-quar-
tered in Ankara, Turkey. It seeks to 
provide relevant information to the 
general public and to the foreign pol-
icy community.

Turkish Diyanet Foundation is an or-
ganization with the motto “The most 
auspicious of people, which is benefi-
cial to the people” for the purpose of 
being in the service of humanity with 
an act of kindness.

Mogadishu University is the premier 
non-state and non-profit universi-
ty in Somalia established after the 
civil war and dedicated to providing 
affordable and accessible high-qual-
ity education attuned to the national 
values of the Somali people.

Tadamun Social Society (TASS) is 
one of the biggest local Humanitar-
ian and AID Agency Organizations in 
Puntland State of Somalia striving 
to turn the dream of prosperity into 
reality.

SAHAN Export is a limited company 
based in Istanbul that conducts for-
eign trade consultancy and tourism. 
SAHAN is active in the export-im-
port, tourism and real state sectors.

Red Sea University (RSU) is a pri-
vate and non-profit university, with 
the main campus in Bosaso city and 
a branch campus in Galkaio city, both 
in Puntland state of Somalia. 

Jazeera University is a private uni-
versity in Mogadishu, Somalia. 
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Somali Development Services (SDS) 
is a UK-based establishment that 
supports the growing Somali commu-
nity and other new arrivals to ensure 
that people are able to participate in 
the city’s economic, social and com-
munity life.

Premier Bank is a privately-owned 
Sharia-compliant commercial bank 
incorporated in Somalia in 2013 and 
licensed by the Central Bank of So-
malia in 2014.

Global Somali Diaspora (GSD) is a 
diaspora organization that advocates 
for the unity of Somali Diaspora for a 
better tomorrow.  It was established 
in Istanbul, Turkey in June 2014.

Somali National University is the 
only national university in Soma-
lia, established in 1954. It was re-
launched in 2013 after it was out of 
operation since the civil war.

Hikma Foundation is a non-profit or-
ganization established to serve, im-
prove and promote durable and sus-
tainable institutions in Somaliland 
and beyond through consultancy, 
research, educational programs and 
humanitarian assistance.

Nugaal University is a university in 
Lasanod, Somaliland. It was estab-
lished in 2004 with the purpose of 
providing higher education to the 
residents of Sool, Sanaag and Cayn.

Puntland State University (PSU) is a 
leading institution of higher learning 
based in Garowe, the capital city of 
Puntland State of Somalia. The in-
stitution was founded in 1999 as the 
Garowe School of Management.

SOMTECH International is a multina-
tional company operating across East 
Africa and beyond with offices in Nai-
robi, Mogadishu, Hargeisa, Garowe, 
Dubai and China. Its core business is 
construction and logistics.
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